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Synopsis

Walt Disney is an American hero--the creator of Mickey Mouse, and a man who changed the face of
American culture. After years of research, with the full cooperation of the Disney family and access
to private papers and letters, Bob Thomas produced the definitive biography of the man behind the
legend--the unschooled cartoonist from Kansas City who went bankrupt on his first movie venture
but became the genius who produced unmatched works of animation. Complete with a rare
collection of photographs, Bob Thomas’ biography is a fascinating and inspirational work that

captures the spirit of Walt Disney.
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Customer Reviews

"Walt Disney: An American Original" professes to be the authorized biography of Walt Disney.
Originally written in 1976, ten years after Walt's death, and then revised in 1994 for the Hyperion
Press. The book is well written and told in almost story-like fashion tells the active life of one of the
all-time greats of the 20th century: Walt Disney.Author Bob Thomas nicely builds his life from his
ancestral French relatives and how they came to settle in Small Town U.S.A. Giving a sturdy view of
his grandparents and parents lives, we come to understand the lifestyle and times in which Walt

was born under so we better appreciate his influences. | particularly found it interesting how Walt



himself can recall his own childhood with such vividness from the smells, sights and events that
went on around him. Seems such a curious child but always with a hopeful attitude.Once he began
working in the animation studio with Ub lwerks, his longtime friend and extremely gifted animator as
well, we can see Walt’s career unfolding. The small nuances of the transitions between the Alice
comedies and Oswald and Mickey always seemed vague to me, however, this book discussed
those moments which became clearer. How Roy came aboard to help Walt is also better
understood from this book.When Walt finally broke ground with Steamboat Willie and Mickey Mouse
became a household name, Bob Thomas began already looking towards the theme park as
Disney’s ultimatum in life. As Walt began preparing the actual construction for the theme park, the
author leads us to believe that everything that pre-dated the idea was all for a theme park. From this
he began to neglect the animation department and the films themselves.
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